Morning Prayer for 15t July 2020
You may wish to light a candle while we pray

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing
in your sight, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.
Psalm 19 v14

Opening Sentences

O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind.

Pause for reflection as you offer the day to God.

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and for ever.

Amen.

Psalm 77 1-15
| cried out to God for help;
| cried out to God to hear me.
2When | was in distress, | sought the Lord;
at night | stretched out untiring hands,
and | would not be comforted.
3| remembered you, God, and | groaned;
| meditated, and my spirit grew faint.[
4You kept my eyes from closing;
| was too troubled to speak.
° | thought about the former days,
the years of long ago;
®| remembered my songs in the night.
My heart meditated and my spirit asked:
"“Will the Lord reject forever?
Will he never show his favor again?
8 Has his unfailing love vanished forever?


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+77&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15097b

Has his promise failed for all time?
®Has God forgotten to be merciful?

Has he in anger withheld his compassion?”
0 Then | thought, “To this | will appeal:

the years when the Most High stretched out his right hand.
111 will remember the deeds of the LORD;

yes, | will remember your miracles of long ago.
121 will consider all your works

and meditate on all your mighty deeds.”
13Your ways, God, are holy.

What god is as great as our God?
14You are the God who performs miracles;

you display your power among the peoples.
15SWith your mighty arm you redeemed your people,

the descendants of Jacob and Joseph.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Bible Reading — Luke 16;1-14

Jesus told his disciples another story. He said, “There was a rich man
who had a manager. Some said that the manager was wasting what the
rich man owned. 2 So the rich man told him to come in. He asked him,
‘What is this | hear about you? Tell me exactly how you have handled
what | own. You can’t be my manager any longer.’

3“The manager said to himself, ‘What will | do now? My master is taking
away my job. I'm not strong enough to dig. And I’'m too ashamed to
beg. #| know what I’'m going to do. I'll do something so that when | lose
my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’

®“So he called in each person who owed his master something. He
asked the first one, ‘How much do you owe my master?’

6“‘l owe 900 gallons of olive oil,” he replied.

“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill. Sit down quickly and change it to
450 gallons.’

"“Then he asked the second one, ‘And how much do you owe?’



“‘l owe 1,000 bushels of wheat,” he replied.
“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill and change it to 800 bushels.’

8 “The manager had not been honest. But the master praised him for
being clever. The people of this world are clever in dealing with those
who are like themselves. They are more clever than God’s people. ° | tell
you, use the riches of this world to help others. In that way, you will
make friends for yourselves. Then when your riches are gone, you will
be welcomed into your eternal home in heaven.

10“Suppose you can be trusted with something very little. Then you can
also be trusted with something very large. But suppose you are not
honest with something very little. Then you will also not be honest with
something very large. ! Suppose you have not been worthy of trust in
handling worldly wealth. Then who will trust you with true

riches? 12 Suppose you have not been worthy of trust in handling
someone else’s property. Then who will give you property of your own?

13“No one can serve two masters at the same time. Either you will hate
one of them and love the other. Or you will be faithful to one and dislike
the other. You can’t serve God and money at the same time.”

4The Pharisees loved money. They heard all that Jesus said and made
fun of him. ¥ Jesus said to them, “You try to make yourselves look good
in the eyes of other people. But God knows your hearts. What people
think is worth a lot is hated by God.

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Prayers

Almighty and everlasting God,

we thank you that you have brought us safely
to the beginning of this day.

Keep us from falling into sin

or running into danger;

order us in all our doings

and guide us to do always

what is righteous in your sight;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Keep us, good Lord,

under the shadow of your mercy

in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,
and lift up all who are brought low;

that we may rejoice in your comfort

knowing that nothing can separate us

from your love

in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Space will be left for personal intercessory prayer — either silent or out
loud.

Merciful Father,accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our
Saviour Jesus Christ,Amen

We say together the prayer which Jesus taught us;
Our Father,

who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

The Conclusion

The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil,
and keep us in eternal life.
Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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