
Morning Prayer for 24th June, Birth of John the Baptist 
 
You may wish to light a candle while we pray 
 
You, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways. 
Luke 1:76 

 
Opening Sentences 
 
O Lord, open our lips 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
The night has passed, and the day lies open before us; 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 
 
Pause for reflection as you offer the day to God. 
 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day, 
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you; 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Psalm 85:7 - 13 

Show us your unfailing love, LORD, 
    and grant us your salvation. 
8 I will listen to what God the LORD says; 
    he promises peace to his people, his faithful servants – 
    but let them not turn to folly. 
9 Surely his salvation is near those who fear him, 
    that his glory may dwell in our land. 
10 Love and faithfulness meet together; 
    righteousness and peace kiss each other. 
11 Faithfulness springs forth from the earth, 
    and righteousness looks down from heaven. 



12 The LORD will indeed give what is good, 
    and our land will yield its harvest. 
13 Righteousness goes before him 
    and prepares the way for his steps 
Glory to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be for ever. Amen. 
 
Bible Reading – Luke 1:57-66, 80 
 
57 When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave 
birth to a son. 58 Her neighbours and relatives heard that the 
Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy. 

59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they 
were going to name him after his father Zechariah, 60 but his 
mother spoke up and said, ‘No! He is to be called John.’ 

61 They said to her, ‘There is no one among your relatives who 
has that name.’ 

62 Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would 

like to name the child. 63 He asked for a writing tablet, and to 

everyone’s astonishment he wrote, ‘His name is John.’ 
64 Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue set free, 

and he began to speak, praising God. 65 All the neighbours 

were filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea 

people were talking about all these things. 66 Everyone who 

heard this wondered about it, asking, ‘What then is this child 

going to be?’ For the Lord’s hand was with him. 

 
80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived 

in the wilderness until he appeared publically to Israel. 

 

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 



Prayers 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
we thank you that you have brought us safely 
to the beginning of this day. 
Keep us from falling into sin 
or running into danger; 
order us in all our doings 
and guide us to do always 
what is righteous in your sight; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy 
in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us 
from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Space will be left for personal intercessory prayer – either silent 
or out loud. 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 



We say together the prayer which Jesus taught us; 
 
Our Father, 
who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
The Conclusion 

Through the tender compassion of our God 

may the dawn from on high break upon you 

and guide your feet into the way of peace. 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen 
 
Please do stay on for virtual coffee and a catch up if you can. 
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