Morning Prayer for 16" September 2020
You may wish to light a candle while we pray

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the

greatest of these is love.
1 Corinthians 13:13

Opening Sentences

O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind.

Pause for reflection as you offer the day to God.

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and for ever.

Amen.

Psalm 13
1 How long, LORD? Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face from me?
2How long must | wrestle with my thoughts
and day after day have sorrow in my heart?
How long will my enemy triumph over me?
3 Look on me and answer, LORD my God.
Give light to my eyes, or | will sleep in death,
4and my enemy will say, “I have overcome him,”
and my foes will rejoice when | fall.
SBut | trust in your unfailing love;
my heart rejoices in your salvation.
6| will sing the LORD’s praise,
for he has been good to me.



Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Bible Reading — 1 Corinthians 12:31b —end 13

And now | will show you the most excellent way.

13 If | speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not
have love, | am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.
21f I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and
all knowledge, and if | have a faith that can move mountains,
but do not have love, | am nothing. 3If | give all | possess to the
poor and give over my body to hardship that | may boast, but
do not have love, | gain nothing.

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not
boast, it is not proud. ° It does not dishonour others, it is not
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of
wrongs. ® Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the
truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres.

8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will
cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where
there is knowledge, it will pass away. ° For we know in part and
we prophesy in part, 1° but when completeness comes, what is
in part disappears. ! When | was a child, | talked like a child, |
thought like a child, | reasoned like a child. When | became a
man, | put the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For now we see
only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.
Now | know in part; then | shall know fully, even as | am fully
known,

13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the
greatest of these is love.

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God



Prayers

Almighty and everlasting God,

we thank you that you have brought us safely
to the beginning of this day.

Keep us from falling into sin

or running into danger;

order us in all our doings

and guide us to do always

what is righteous in your sight;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Keep us, good Lord,

under the shadow of your mercy

in this time of uncertainty and distress.
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,
and lift up all who are brought low;

that we may rejoice in your comfort

knowing that nothing can separate us

from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.

Space will be left for personal intercessory prayer — either silent
or out loud.

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen



We say together the prayer which Jesus taught us;

Our Father,

who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

The Conclusion

The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil,
and keep us in eternal life.

Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please do stay on for virtual coffee and a catch up if you can.
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