Morning Prayer for 3'9 March 2021

You may wish to light a candle while we pray

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation

and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.
Psalm 51:12

Opening Sentences

O Lord open our lips
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

The night has passed, and the day lies open before us;
let us pray with one heart and mind.

Pause for reflection as you offer the day to God.

As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,
so may the light of your presence, O God,
set our hearts on fire with love for you;
now and for ever. Amen.

Psalm 51:10-17

Create in me a pure heart, O God,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
1 Do not cast me from your presence
or take your Holy Spirit from me.
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.
13 Then | will teach transgressors your ways,
so that sinners will turn back to you.
14 Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God,
you who are God my Savior,
and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.
15 Open my lips, Lord,
and my mouth will declare your praise.



®You do not delight in sacrifice, or | would bring it;
you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.

17 My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart
you, God, will not despise.

Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Bible Reading: John 6:60-69

0 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard
teaching. Who can accept it?”

61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus
said to them, “Does this offend you? 2 Then what if you see the
Son of Man ascend to where he was before! 63 The Spirit gives
life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words | have spoken to
you—they are full of the Spirit and life. ¢4 Yet there are some of
you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the
beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray
him. 6 He went on to say, “This is why | told you that no one
can come to me unless the Father has enabled them.”

% From this time many of his disciples turned back and no
longer followed him.

67“You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the
Twelve.

%8 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You
have the words of eternal life. 2 We have come to believe and
to know that you are the Holy One of God.”

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God



Prayers

Almighty God,

by the prayer and discipline of Lent

may we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings,
and by following in his Way

come to share in his glory;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Keep us, good Lord,

under the shadow of your mercy

in this time of uncertainty and distress.

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,
and lift up all who are brought low;

that we may rejoice in your comfort

knowing that nothing can separate us

from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

Space will be left for personal intercessory prayer — either silent
or out loud.

Merciful Father,
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen



We say together the prayer which Jesus taught us;

Our Father,

who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

The Conclusion

The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil,
and keep us in eternal life. Amen.

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please do stay on for virtual coffee and a catch up if you can.
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