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Benefice Office - Working Hours

Wednesday and Thursday

1.30-4.00pm
For a variety of reasons, I am not always in the
Church office on Wednesdays and Thursdays .

Melanie Roberts

If you need to visit me, please give a call to check if I
am in !

Office : 01684 833866

Home : 01531 650698
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County Councillor Tom Wells Reports

I sense we have all been waiting a long while for March and the first buds of Spring to
appear. It seems to have been a very long winter.
As you may know The Three Counties Showground mass vaccination centre was
intended to be operational from February 1st. Currently I understand that there is enough
vaccine to deliver jabs locally through primary care settings and the limiting factor in
opening the centre is the supply of vaccine. There is, therefore, no immediate need to
open the site at the moment. The current plan is to do so in mid-March.

You may have seen the press coverage which showed the NHS in Worcestershire at
the top of the national league in terms of the numbers that have been vaccinated. Let’s
hope we can retain this position and protect our population as soon as we can.

Please let me know by email talwells@btinternet.com if you are interested in volunteering
as a Covid Steward at the Showground and I will put you on the list of volunteers I am
compiling. Volunteers will perform stewarding roles in each of the three pods at the site,
ensuring that the queue is moving in an orderly way, helping people to exercise social
distancing and making sure that anyone who needs assistance receives it. They would
like 2 volunteers for each four hour shift.
If you are itching to get involved straightaway, the County Council run volunteer hub is
continuing to provide volunteers for most of the other sites in Worcestershire. There is
the option of registering with them.

Here to Help: https://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/here2help

My campaign to improve road safety in local villages continues. Speed limit enforcement
is, of course, a matter for the police and I recently wrote to the Chief Constable
expressing my concerns. One area that is of particular concern is safety outside local
schools. Some years ago, I was able to instigate improvements outside Eldersfield
School. Now I am able to report I have been successful in gaining some measures to
help improve safety outside Pendock School. This will be implemented in the summer
and will include introducing a 20 mph limit outside the school at either end of the school
day. I know there are many speeding hotspots in local villages and I am pleased to
report that I have accessed two new electronic vehicle activated speed signs which flash
when the motorist is exceeding the speed limit. In the months ahead you will see them
in locations such as Birt Street, Rye Street, Combe Green, Sledge Green and Pendock.

The government has decided that the scheduled local council elections will go ahead
this May. I would encourage you to obtain a postal vote this time round. You can apply
online at malvernhills.gov.uk.
Please don’t hesitate to get in touch. I can’t promise miracles but I will do my very best
to help where I can.

    County Councillor Tom Wells   talwells@btinternet.com  07702996203
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Memories of Mollie Neil

Having watched Mollie's Thanksgiving Service courtesy of the link provided by the powers
that be, I felt moved to write my own tribute to a dear and wonderful lady who had also
celebrated her 100 birthday.

Mollie was born on the 18th August, 1920. Her father was a coal miner and her mother was
a teacher – a typical working class family. Mollie, with guidance from her mother, achieved
a very high standard of education, culminating in a First Class Honours Degree in Special
Mathematics”. Strength of character, determination and her values in life helped her to
achieve and repay her student loan after a year.In conversation with her nephew, Mollie
said that she thought working for the Meteorological Service might be an interesting career.
In 1941 Mollie did join the Meteorological Service and within a few weeks was assigned, in
her words, 'to a sort of little Met Office', an out-station of Bletchley Park. Mollie deserved
and received the 'Bletchley Park Medal' and was partly responsible for forecasting the
weather for the D-Day Landings. It seemed right that her medal was with her for all to see
on her casket during her funeral service.

Mollie was part of a generation of people whose efforts shaped all of our lives. With Mollie
and countless thousands of unsung heroes (the quiet people) of her generation all of us
would certainly be living different lives today. This very quiet genteel lady packed so much
into her life; she was a maths teacher, a mum, a gifted musician and taught herself the
clarinet and played the piano; joined a tennis club and also did Scottish Dancing until a
knee injury prevented her continuation. She had a daughter who was also a keen
sportswoman. They travelled as a family to Canada, the States, Swiss Alps, Pyrenees and
Scotland. Sadly Mollie's daughter died in her thirties of cancer. With her then husband,
John, they moved to Malvern finally settling at Coombe Green. In 1993 John passed away.
Mollie found life rough going on her own and someone suggested a car competence course
followed by an Advanced Driving Course. She was put in touch with a 'Denis Neil' and the
rest in history. She passed and completed the course and they became engaged. They
married in Birtsmorton Church in 1998. As Churchwarden I considered myself to be very
privileged to share this happy occasion, I remember Mollie in her beautiful pale blue suit
with her corsage and Denis a proud and happy groom. After the ceremony the wedding
breakfast was held at The Duke of York and the late Wendy Woodward was proud to have
made the wedding cake.

Mollie was a member of our PCC for many years and was supportive of all fund-raising
events and was a regular member of the church congregation.

Mollie and Denis were an incredibly devoted couple. They shared a love of gardening,
crosswords, concerts, and eating out, and this continued until Mollie's passing on 6th January.

What a wonderful recipe for a long and happy marriage.

Thank you to The Rev. Anthea for the lovely service and the shared memories. Mollie, I will
miss you and the village will miss you, especially at church events – you were always so
supportive and charitable.    May you Rest in Peace.

Rosemarie Bolton (Churchwarden)
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A Peom (Anon) submitted

By Angela Gabbott
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