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Benefice Office - Working Hours

Wednesday and Thursday

1.30-4.00pm
For a variety of reasons, I am not always in

the Church office on Wednesdays and
Thursdays .

Melanie Roberts

If you need to visit me, please give a call to
check if I am in !

Office : 01684 833866

Home : 01531 650698
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I don’t know about you but for me, Lockdown Three has been particularly hard. The
days have been short, the weather cold and the news very depressing as the virus
spread so rapidly once again. Passing that awful milestone of 100,000 Covid deaths
was a sobering moment and the pressure on health and care staff, on clergy and
families has been immense. As a country we have endured more deaths per head
of population than any other nation so far. Every community in the Diocese has been
affected, with the loss from Covid particularly acute in some communities, notably
where poverty and overcrowding is worse. As we look to build back better over the
coming twelve months, as a nation we must address issues of inequality and injustice
that have been highlighted so starkly during this time. Two of our diocesan priorities
as Kingdom People are to transform communities and to share hope - we will all
need to play our part in building a fairer and better world.

There is some hopeful news. The vaccine roll out is wonderful, and every day I hear
from people delighted to have had ‘the jab’. Days are lengthening, the sun is growing
stronger and there are the first glimmers of hope that the cycle of crushing lockdowns
will come to an end.

I’m reminded of verses from the well-known Psalm 121.

  I lift up my eyes to the hills;

   from where is my help to come?

  My help comes from the Lord,

   the maker of heaven and earth.

  He will not suffer your foot to stumble;

   he who watches over you will not sleep.

Many people have found solace and comfort in the natural world. ‘Lifting up eyes to
the hills’ perhaps, but perhaps just treasuring a tree outside a window, or the
changing sky from day to day. My daughter has been locked down in central London.
She has discovered a love of birds, putting out crumbs each day outside her London
basement flat and watching blue tits and robins come to pick them up. Nature
reminds us that whatever our current problems, we are part of something bigger.
Part of God’s world, God’s creation. Ultimately our help and our hope come from
the Lord, ‘the maker of heaven and earth.’ And ‘he who watches over you will not
sleep.’

May that same Lord of heaven and earth hold you and keep you this day and
always. Amen.

Bishop Martin

Finding Hope in Difficult Times
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3XHT[RQH OLXLQJ LQ RWT EHDWVLIWO DTHD FDQ JHV LQIRTPDVLRQ RI YKDV]U JRLQJ RQ ORFDOO["
VDNH SDTV DQG UWSSRTV HXHQVU LQ DQG DTRWQG 3OGHTUILHOG#

\1RPPWQLV[ 7QUSLTHG] BKDVU/SS JTRWS

BH DTH PLQGIWO VKDV DU YH SODQ HXHQVU DJDLQ VKLU [HDT" YH QHHG VR URPHVLPH DGDSV
RWT SODQU GWH VR 1RXLG THUVTLFVLRQU RT UKDTH RWT DFKLHXHPHQVU GLIIHTHQVO[ YKLOH UVLOO
FRQQHFVLQJ DU D FRPPWQLV[#

7I SHRSOH YRWOG OLNH VR MRLQ VKH BKDVU/SS JTRWS \1RPPWQLV[ 7QUSLTHG] SOHDUH VHZV
PRELOH QWPEHT VR 8LDQH 0DTVRQ RQ. %+'+*&'*)%(#

0[ UHVVLQJ WS D BKDVU/SS JTRWS" VKLU YLOO JLXH WU D IDFLOLV[ VR LQIRTP [RW RI DQ[
QHFHUUDT[ FKDQJHU VR SODQQHG HXHQVU LQ D VLPHO[ YD[# 7V DOUR JLXHU WU D IRTWP VR UDIHO[
UKDTH DQG FHOHETDVH FRQVTLEWVLRQU DQG DFVLXLVLHU DU SKRVRJTDSKU FDQ EH SRUVHG RQVR
VKH JTRWS# 4RT HZDPSOH" SKRVRU RI VKH 3DUVHT JDTGHQ GHFRTDVLRQU" YKLFK THDOO[
HQFRWTDJHG SHRSOH ODUV [HDT# =KRVRU YRWOG DOUR KHOS WU DOO NQRY YKHTH VR UDIHO[
YDON$MRJ$ TLGH E[ DQG DGPLTH VKHP RXHT VKH 3DUVHT YHHNHQG#

@KLU GRHU QRV THSODFH VKH HZLUVLQJ PHDQU RI QRVLILFDVLRQ RI HXHQVU EWV PD[ KHOS LQ
STRXLGLQJ UDIH" DGDSVDEOH HXHQVU VKDV YH FDQ DOO HQMR[ VKLU [HDT#

7I [RW YRWOG OLNH VR MRLQ VKH BKDVU/SS JTRWS UR YH FDQ NHHS [RW PRTH THDGLO[ LQIRTPHG"
SOHDUH VHZV 8LDQH 0DTVRQ RQ. %+'+*&'*)%(

7QFOWGH [RWT PRELOH QWPEHT DQG ETLHI PHUUDJH UD[LQJ [RW YRWOG OLNH VR EH DGGHG VR
\1RPPWQLV[ 7QUSLTHG]#
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