April 2021 50p

Berrow with Pendock, Eldersfield,
Hollybush and Birtsmorton

Benefice Magazine






























Benefice Office - Working Hours

Wednesday and Thursday
1.30-4.00pm

For a variety of reasons, | am not always in
the Church office on Wednesdays and
Thursdays .

Melanie Roberts

If you need to visit me, please give a call to
check if am in !

Office : 01684 833866
Home : 01531 650698
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Finding Hope in Difficult Times

| don’t know about you but for me, Lockdown Three has been particularly hard. The
days have been short, the weather cold and the news very depressing as the virus
spread so rapidly once again. Passing that awful milestone of 100,000 Covid deaths
was a sobering moment and the pressure on health and care staff, on clergy and
families has been immense. As a country we have endured more deaths per head
of population than any other nation so far. Every community in the Diocese has been
affected, with the loss from Covid particularly acute in some communities, notably
where poverty and overcrowding is worse. As we look to build back better over the
coming twelve months, as a nation we must address issues of inequality and injustice
that have been highlighted so starkly during this time. Two of our diocesan priorities
as Kingdom People are to transform communities and to share hope - we will all
need to play our part in building a fairer and better world.

There is some hopeful news. The vaccine roll out is wonderful, and every day | hear
from people delighted to have had ‘the jab’. Days are lengthening, the sun is growing
stronger and there are the first glimmers of hope that the cycle of crushing lockdowns
will come to an end.

I’'m reminded of verses from the well-known Psalm 121.
I lift up my eyes to the hills;
from where is my help to come?
My help comes from the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.
He will not suffer your foot to stumble;
he who watches over you will not sleep.

Many people have found solace and comfort in the natural world. ‘Lifting up eyes to
the hills’ perhaps, but perhaps just treasuring a tree outside a window, or the
changing sky from day to day. My daughter has been locked down in central London.
She has discovered a love of birds, putting out crumbs each day outside her London
basement flat and watching blue tits and robins come to pick them up. Nature
reminds us that whatever our current problems, we are part of something bigger.
Part of God’s world, God'’s creation. Ultimately our help and our hope come from
the Lord, ‘the maker of heaven and earth.” And ‘he who watches over you will not
sleep.’

May that same Lord of heaven and earth hold you and keep you this day and
always. Amen.

Bishop Martin
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THE HOMEND SHOPPING MALL
LEDBURY
A Fantastic Shopping Experience

Collectables, Antiques & Furniture
£1 Shop & much more
Second Hand Books & Records
Sewing & Haberdashery
Take Away Chilled Meals
Mobile Phone Repairs & Sales
Garden & Household Giftware
Children’s Clothes & Toys
Local Artists Showcase Gallery
kk kk kk kk K%k

There is so Much More
In this Great Ledbury Store

Try for yourself, rent a unit for just
£300 @ month inclusive, and join a
friendly group of unique traders

The Homend Shopping Mall
Open 6 days from 9am to 4.30pm

Tel 01531 632418

















































We are now based in the

GRT P‘q
HOMEND SHOPPING MALL Q. B
O Ty 1 o
LEDBURY
New and Second Hand Books BOOKS

Book Ordering Service  www.courtyardbooks.co.uk

Local Delivery Service 07749 896698




Firmfix are manufacturers and installers
of high quality PVCu, timber & aluminium
windows, doors & conservatories in your area.

Trust Firmfix!

Firmfix is a well-established family run business based in Tewkesbury. All
of our staff are salary paid, to ensure NO PRESSURE sales tactics or money
motivated fitters, allowing them to focus on delivering the best possible
experience for our customers.

We are an IS0 9001 registered company and hold five British
Standard Kitemarks. Firmfix is also a founding member of the Double Glazing
and Conservatory Ombudsmen Scheme which gives you the best possible
consumer protection. We pride ourselves on quality and customer satisfaction.

Our services include:

» Windows + Doors * Garage Doors * Patio & Bi-Fold Doors

+ Porches « Conservatories * Orangeries * Secondary Glazing

» Car Ports « Covered Walkways * Fascia & Guttering

* Repairs * Extensions * PVCu + Aluminium » Timber

+ Condensation reduction systems » Conservatory Roof Upgrades

WWW.TImIiX.co.uk

01684296603 =00OE

Showroom Opening: Mon-Fri 9am to 5pm Sat 9am to 1pm
Oakfield Close, Tewkesbury Business Park, Northway, Tewkesbury, Glos. GL20 8PF



















Join our local community WhatsApp group!

Everyone living in our beautiful area can get information of what’s going on locally,
take part and support events in and around Eldersfield.

‘Community Inspired” WhatsApp group

We are mindful that as we plan events again this year, we need to sometime adapt
our plans due to Covid restrictions or share our achievements differently while still
connecting as a community.

If people would like to join the WhatsApp group ‘Community Inspired’ please text
mobile number to Liane Barton on: 07376236504.

By setting up a WhatsApp group, this will give us a facility to inform you of any
necessary changes to planned events in a timely way. It also gives us a forum to safely
share and celebrate contributions and activities as photographs can be posted onto
the group. For example, photos of the Easter garden decorations, which really
encouraged people last year. Photos would also help us all know where to safely
walk/jog/ ride by and admire them over the Easter weekend.

This does not replace the existing means of notification of events but may help in
providing safe, adaptable events that we can all enjoy this year.

If you would like to join the WhatsApp group so we can keep you more readily informed,
please text Liane Barton on: 07376236504

Include your mobile number and brief message saying you would like to be added to
‘Community Inspired’.

Ledbury Horticultural Society



